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The work of the Russian Archaeological Mission (Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian
Academy of Sciences) was supported by the Russian Academy of Sciences and the Donation
Fund of the Thames Valley Ancient Egypt Society. The main objectives of the field-season 2011
(items in bold letters were financed from the donation of the Society):
I. Cleaning of shafts in the tombs GE 19 (shaft 6) and GE 17 (shafts 1, 2, 3, 5);
II. Cleaning of the shafts around the tomb GE 11 (shafts 25, 26, 27, and 28)
III. Execution of architectural plans and section-drawings of tombs and shafts;
IV. Study of pottery and finds;
V. Protective and consolidation works in the tomb GE 11;
VI. Revision of the finds, kept in the tomb G 7948 and stolen in 2011.

The Russian Archaeological Mission at Giza is very much obliged to the members of the
Thames Valley Ancient Egypt Society for their kind support of our works. The Mission was
awarded with a £330 grant from the Donation Fund of the Society. The award was transferred to
Cairo via the Western Union in the amount of 460 US dollars (2760 EG pounds). These funds
were spent on consolidation works in and around the threatened tomb GE 11.
Urgency of works. The season 2011 started with sad news about the robbery of our
magazine in the tomb G 7948. For that reason the first day of works was marked with sorrowful
activities. We entered the magazine in order to estimate our losses and found many boxes with
pottery and bones disturbed. Some of the bags lost their labels that complicated the situation
which was bad enough as it was. By the end of the day, Dr. Kormysheva and Dr. Malykh
finished a list of 212 objects disappeared from the magazine, including fragments of shabtifigures, wooden masks, faience amulets, flint tools and beads. Traces of the robbers and some

objects picked outside the tomb - they should have been lost by the looters on their way back pointed to the nearby village Nazilet el-Saman as the probable starting point for the violators.
These sad circumstances urged us to adjust the original plans for the season. Although the
disappearance of so many finds was an obvious reason for prostration, all these objects were
documented and described and thus, anyway, preserved for the science. However, we had some
certain things that we could not lose because of the increasing threat of vandalism at Giza – the
reliefs in the excavated tombs. The most beautiful and elaborate reliefs preserved in the tombs of
Khafreankh (G 7948) and Tjenty I (GE 11). The chapel of Khafreankh had already been closed
with an iron door while the tomb of Tjenty I was accessible for potential vandals. Taking into
account these considerations, we made a decision to spend the award from the Society on
consolidation works in and around the tomb GE 11.
Significance of the tomb. The tomb GE 11 belonged to the royal wab-priest (wab nswt)
Tjenty and should be dated to the V Dynasty. This is one of the only three tombs with statues of
an owner and his family known from the eastern rock-cut necropolis. High quality reliefs
preserved on the northern and eastern walls, while the southern wall was decorated with a rear
composition of three false doors: a closed door with horizontal beams in the center with two
more false doors astride. The tomb is rich with epigraphic material: hieroglyphic inscriptions,
pharaonic graffiti, and visitors’ graffiti of the XIX and early XX centuries (fig.). The preliminary
results of the excavations and epigraphic survey of the tomb were published in 20101.
Condition of the tomb. The tomb GE 11 was cut at the edge of two geological strata of
the Mukattam formation – a solid limestone of a higher quality and a soft limestone rock
subjected to intensive weathering processes. The upper parts of the eastern and southern walls
were destroyed due to the erosion, earthquakes and building activities outside the tomb. The
northern part of the eastern wall preserved because of the high quality if limestone but it was
unstable and could tumble down since a burial chamber of a later date was cut right beneath the
wall. The ceiling is covered with a dense layer of soot which overlaps the original pink Old
Kingdom plaster. Texts, statues, and false doors on the western wall as well as reliefs at the
lower part of the eastern wall are covered with a solid layer of salt. The tomb of Tjenty I was
inhabited at least in the late XIX and the first half of the XX century. At that time, the entrance
was closed with a wooden door which had disappeared before the monument was buried under
the debris after the construction of a road at the top of the cliff.
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Tomb GE 11 in 1936 (photo from the archive of G.A. Reisner, A7613_NS).

The upper part of the eastern wall was destroyed due to the erosion, earthquakes, and
building activities outside the tomb.
Cleaning of the area. Since the eastern wall had partly been destroyed and the entrance
was open, the chapel accumulated litter from the outside as many other ancient monuments at
Giza do. The situation was being worsened by the fact that local sellers were visiting the tomb on

their way from the village to the pyramids. Our first task was to clean the tomb as we had used
to.

Since the eastern wall had been partly destroyed and the entrance was open, the chapel
accumulated litter from the outside.
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air: under the wall was cut a later burial chamber. The break
leads to the chapel of GE 11.

When preliminary calculations were finished, we hired some extra workers from Abusir to
move the debris in the vicinity of the tomb and clean the bedrock.
While cleaning the bedrock, we discovered a small irregular court near the entrance.
In the later times, it was utilized as a suitable hide for a fireplace. Judging from the
ceramics, the fireplace was used at the beginning of the XX century when the tomb was
inhabited. The original meaning of the court and its relation to the tomb might be
determined after we will extend the cleaned area further to the east.

While cleaning the bedrock, we discovered a small irregular court utilized for a fireplace
at the beginning of the XX century.

In the course of the consolidation works, we excavated and documented four burial
shafts that adjoined the eastern and southern walls of the chapel.
Shaft 25 and burial chamber 25A. The size of the mouth is 1,20 х 1,10 m. The
shaft was filled with a thieve debris. Ceramics of the Old Kingdom dominated the later
material in the filling of the shaft. The earthenware of the Old Kingdom was represented
not only by traditional types of daily-life pottery, but also contained many votive models –
more than 40 items. Most of the votive
plates and jars were damaged with their
rims broken off and only bottoms
preserved. It is possible to assume that
these plates and jars belonged to the cult
implements from the chapel of the nearby
tomb (GE 11) and were thrown down into
the shaft after they had been used in rites.
The entrance to the burial chamber locates
in the western wall at the depth of 3,80 m
from the mouth. The size of the burial
chamber is 1,60 х 0,98 m, height - 1,02 m.
The original burial was disturbed and the
crushed bones lay at the northern side of
the chamber. The position of the bones of
the scull indicates that the diseased was
lying with his head to the north. The
Skeletal remains in the chamber 25A.

skeletal remains were covered with a few

layers of clay deposits (thickness from 1 to 5 cm) (probably deposited grey marl) alternated
with streaks of grey sand enclosing tiny pieces of limestone. It seems that these strata
formed in the result of torrential rains of the III millennium BC that brought into the
chamber masses of water rich with clay fractions. The sand might have been drifted into
the chamber. Samples of the clay from different layers were taken for palynological
analyses.
Shaft 26 and burial chamber 26A. The size of the mouth is 0,95 х 0,99 m. The
filling of the upper part of the shaft contained occasional fragments of late ceramics while
the lower debris contained only Old Kingdom material. Numerous fragments belonged to a
number of jars which were restored to their complete profiles. These items could belong to
the original burial equipment. The height of the burial chamber is 0,50-0,72 m, width 1,01

m, depth – 0,48 m. The filling of the chamber consisted of grey sandy loam with chips of
limestone. The plaster, which was used to level the floor of the shaft, reached the bottom of
the chamber and contained pottery shards of the Old Kingdom.
Shaft 27 and burial chamber 27A. The size of the mouth is 1,20 х 1,10 m, depth
is 1,60-2,90 m. On the northern side of the shaft there are two cut steps with corresponding
asymmetrical hollows on the southern wall. The shaft was filled with thieve debris
containing heterogeneous pottery dated from the Old Kingdom to the XX century. The
passage

to

the

burial

chamber, which was cut to
the north, starts at the depth
of 1,10 m from the mouth.
The size of the chamber:
width is 1,02 m, length 1,52 m, height - 1,05 m. It
appearss that the chamber
was to be cut to the west but
the works were stopped
when the ceiling of the
chamber broke into the floor
of GE 11. The ancient
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The breach from the chamber 27A to the chapel of GE 11
restored by ancient stoneworkers.

breach for ease and then restored the break with limestone blocs and plaster.
Shaft 28. The mouth of
the shaft is 1,04 х 0,86 m, depth 1,10 m. The upper level of the
filling consisted of light-grey
sandy loam with limestone chips
and straw. The ceramic material
was rather heterogeneous and
included pottery of the Old
Kingdom as well as earthenware
of the first millennium B.C. The
shaft was unfinished and the
Shafts 25-28 after the cleaning.

burial chamber is absent.

While moving the debris and cleaning the shafts, some occasional but nevertheless
pleasant finds were made. Among them is a beautiful limestone female head that should be
dated to the IV Dynasty. This lovely piece could have fallen down with the debris from the
excavations of George Andrew Reisner, who studied the mastabas of the IV Dynasty at the
top of the cliff.

Female head from the debris in the vicinity of the tomb GE 11.

Fragment of a shabti-figure from the shaft 26 and a late pendant/order from the shaft 27.
Restoration of the walls and installation of an iron door. After the area around
the tomb was cleaned and the relief of the bedrock became clear, the architect doublechecked his project. Since everything seemed secure, we hired stonemasons from the Giza
inspectorate and metalworkers from Abusir. The principal objection was to restore the
walls transferring the weight of stone blocks to the bedrock, close the doorway, and
consolidate the monument for further restoration works inside the chapel.

The architect at work.

Fixing the frame.

Strengthening the eastern wall.
Stoneworkers.

An onlooker.

A tea break.

The work is in full swing.

The rais is testing the door.

Under the ceiling.
Stoneworkers.

Tjenty’s tomb restored.

Our SCA inspector, Dr. Wael Fathi Morsi, is checking the work.

CALCULATION OF WORKS

Works

Items of expenditure

Cleaning of the shafts

6 workers hired for 10

and area around the

days

Expenses

2400 EG pound

tomb
Iron door with screens

materials, lease of
equipment,

2300 EG pound

metalworkers
Building protection

limestone blocks,
cement, powdered

1000 EG pound

gypsum, stoneworkers
Total

5700 EG pound

Donation

2760 EG pound

Looking into the future. The donation provided by the members of the Society
covered almost 50 percent of the costs that were necessary to fulfill the described project.
Taking into account political unrest in Egypt and the actual threat of vandalism, the
consolidation works held this season appear to be very timely. But there are also a lot of
things to be done. Although the walls of the chapel of Tjenty I is now restored and the tomb
is secured from undesirable visitors, reliefs and inscriptions inside the chapel need
professional care. The mission has already estimated, in cooperation with Egyptian and
European colleagues, the expected volume of restoration works.
Six more tombs with reliefs and inscriptions are still open for anybody from the
village and may suffer serious damages. The worsening environmental conditions and poor
ecology are also a serious challenge.
The members of the Russian archaeological mission at Giza would like to thank
all the donators of the Thames Valley Ancient Egypt Society for their appreciable
contribution to our scientific project. No doubt, the monuments of the Giza plateau, which
are in our minds and hearts, deserve to be both studied and preserved for posterity, and we
hope for further fruitful cooperation with the TVAES.

